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      HOO’S             NEWS 
Department of Pharmacy Services Residency Program 

 

Issue 1   2020-2021 Residency Year               Volume 16 

The purpose of Hoo’s News is to communicate 
information among past, current, and future 
residents.  If you have news that you would like to 
share, please contact Michelle McCarthy. 

This year has been especially difficult in the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic and fight for social justice and 
equality. Now, more than ever, it is important that 
we stand together and communicate with each other 
on these important items. Here, we would like to 
share our past, current, and future residents’ stories, 
as well as their journey over the past few months. 
And, of course, my terrible dad jokes throughout. 
Enjoy! 
 
 
Residency Program Information 

University of Virginia Health (hey look, we have a 
new name!) has 12 programs: PGY1 Pharmacy 
(established 1991), PGY2-Critical Care (established 
2002), PGY1/PGY2-Health System Pharmacy 
Administration (established 2010), PGY2-Oncology 
(established 2011), PGY2-Pharmacy Informatics 
(established 2011), PGY2-Solid Organ 
Transplantation (established 2013), PGY2-Infectious 
Diseases (established 2015), PGY2-Pediatrics 
(established 2015), PGY2-Cardiology (established 

2017), PGY1-Community (established 2017), PGY2-
Ambulatory Care (established 2018), and PGY2-
Emergency Medicine (established 2019).   

 

PGY2 Class of 2019-2020: Where 
to Next? 

Christa Brooker 
PGY2-Ambulatory Care 
Dr. Brooker graduated from VCU School of Pharmacy 
in 2018. She completed her PGY1 Community-based 
Pharmacy Residency at UVA in 2019. She has 
accepted a position  as a  clinical pharmacist in the 
Family Medicine Clinic at UVA Health. 

 

Melissa Chinn 

PGY2-Cardiology 

Dr. Chinn graduated from Lipscomb University 
College of Pharmacy in 2018 and completed her 
PGY1 Pharmacy Residency at Baptist Memorial 
Hospital in Memphis, TN in 2019. She has accepted a 
position as a cardiology clinical pharmacist at Yale 
New Haven Hospital in New Haven, CT. 
 

Taylor Goins 

PGY2-Critical Care 

Dr. (She) Goins is a graduate of the VCU School of 
Pharmacy, where she received her PharmD degree in 
2018. She completed her PGY1 Pharmacy Residency 
at UVA Health in 2019.  She has accepted a position 
as a  critical care pharmacist  at UVA Health. 

 

Tyler Goins 
PGY2-Health System Pharmacy Administration 
Dr. (He) Goins graduated from  VCU School of 
Pharmacy, where he earned his PharmD degree in 
2018. He completed his PGY1 Pharmacy Residency at 
UVA in 2019. He has accepted a position as assistant 
manager for inpatient sterile compounding and 
children’s hospital clinical operations.  
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Mary Lewis Griffin 

PGY2-Emergency Medicine 

Dr. Griffin graduated from South Carolina College of 
Pharmacy at MUSC. She completed her PGY1 
Pharmacy Residency at UVA Health in 2019. She has 
accepted a position as a critical care pharmacist at 
UVA Health. 

 

Bao Nguyen 

PGY2-Pharmacy Informatics 

Dr. Nguyen graduated from Presbyterian College 
School of Pharmacy in 2018 and completed his PGY1 
Pharmacy Residency at Catawba Valley Medical 
Center  in 2019. He has accepted a position as an IT 
Application Senior Analyst at UVA Health.  
 

Ashni Patel 

PGY2-Infectious Diseases  

Dr. Patel graduated from University of Georgia 
College of Pharmacy 2018. She completed her PGY1 
Pharmacy Residency at UVA in 2019. She has 
accepted a position as an antimicrobial stewardship 
pharmacist at the Pacific Islands Veterans 
Administration.   
 
Cory Perry 

PGY2-Oncology Pharmacy 

Dr. Perry graduated from University of Kansas 
School of Pharmacy in 2018. He completed his PGY1 
Pharmacy Residency at UVA in 2019. He has 
accepted a position as a hematology pharmacist at 
University of Kansas. 

 

Rachael Schortemeyer 

PGY2-Pediatrics 

Dr. Schortemeyer graduated from VCU School of 
Pharmacy in 2018. She completed her PGY1 
Pharmacy Residency at Children’s Hospital of 
Wisconsin in 2019. She has accepted a position as a 
pediatric and neonatal critical care pharmacist at 
UVA Health. 

 

Jesica Yau 

PGY2-Solid Organ Transplant 

Dr. Yau graduated from VCU School of Pharmacy in 
2018. She completed her PGY1 Pharmacy Residency 
at University of Wisconsin Health in 2019. She has 

accepted a position as a solid organ transplant 
pharmacist at UVA Health. 

 
PGY1 Class of 2019-2020: Hoo is 
going where? 

The UVA PGY1 residency program has a strong 
tradition of retaining residents for a second year to 
further their clinical training. This year we are 
excited to keep six PGY1 residents on to complete a 
PGY2 residency at UVA in 2020-2021. We are also  
sad but excited for five of our PGY1 residents to 
spread their wings and begin new adventures. I’m 
not sure which ones will fly, but we know at least 
“two can” (Just kidding, we know they will all do 
amazing things at their respective destinations). 
 

Mark Albright 

PGY1-Pharmacy → PGY2-Cardiology 

Dr. Albright early committed to the UVA PGY2 
Ambulatory Care pharmacy residency program.  He 
graduated from The (trademark pending) Ohio State 
University College of Pharmacy in 2019. 

 

Clarisso Cho 

PGY1-Pharmacy/PGY2-Health System Pharmacy 
Administration and Leadership (HSPAL) 

Dr. Cho is continuing her second year in the HSPAL 
residency program at UVA Health. She is a graduate 
of the VCU School of Pharmacy in 2019. 

 

John “Cameron” Crowe 

PGY1-Pharmacy/PGY2-Health System Pharmacy 
Administration 

Dr. Crowe (caw-caw!)  is continuing his second year 
in the HSPAL residency at UVA Health. He is a 2019  
graduate of the University of Tennessee College of 
Pharmacy. 

 

Mackenzie Dolan 

PGY1-Pharmacy →  PGY2-Infectious Diseases 

Dr. Dolan has early committed to the UVA PGY2 
Infectious Diseases pharmacy residency program. 
She graduated from  the University of North 
Carolina School of Pharmacy in 2019. 
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Ankit Gandhi 

PGY1-Pharmacy 

Dr. Gandhi graduated from the University of 
Maryland School of Pharmacy in 2019. Ankit has 
accepted a position as a Clinical Trials Results Analysts 
at the National Institute of Health in Maryland. 
Congratulations Ankit! We will miss you and Maxwell! 

 

Nikki Griffith 

PGY1-Pharmacy 

Dr. Griffith graduated from South Carolina College of 
Pharmacy  in 2019. She has accepted a position as  an 
infectious diseases fellow  at University of Illinois at 
Chicago. Congratulations Nikki! You shall be missed. 

 

Caroline Jones 

PGY1-Pharmacy →  PGY2-Oncology Pharmacy 

Dr. Jones has early committed to the UVA PGY2 
Oncology Pharmacy Residency Program. She graduate 
from VCU School of Pharmacy in 2019. 

   

Kayla Ryan 

PGY1-Community-based Pharmacy 

Dr. Ryan graduated from Appalachian College of 
Pharmacy in 2019. She has accepted a position as an 
ambulatory pharmacist at UVA  Health Pharmacy.  

 

Millie Thomas 

PGY1-Pharmacy 

Dr. Thomas graduated from the Medical University of 
South Carolina  in 2019. She has accepted a position 
as a clinical pharmacist at Spartanburg Regional 
Health Care Center. Congratulations Millie! Good luck 
on your future endeavors! 

 

Shelby Warring 

PGY1-Pharmacy 

Dr. Warring graduated from University of Maryland 
School of Pharmacy in 2019. She will continue her 
training as the PGY2 Pediatric Pharmacy resident at 
University of Maryland. Congratulations Shelby! We 
hope you will come visit us soon! 

 

Melissa West 

PGY1-Pharmacy →  PGY2-Pediatric Pharmacy 

Dr. West has early committed to the UVA PGY2 
Pediatric Pharmacy Residency Program. She is a 2019 
graduate of Auburn University School of Pharmacy.  

UNC Research in Education and  
Practice Symposium  

On June 22 and 23, all eleven PGY1 residents 
attended the virtual Seventh Annual Research in 
Education and Practice Symposium. The residents 
presented their research projects in a 12-minute 
platform presentation style format. It was an 
engaging opportunity for the residents as they were 
able to receive high-level feedback on their research 
as well as network with fellow pharmacy practitioners 
across the region. This was the sixth consecutive year 
that UVA has had PGY1 pharmacy residents  
participate in this event. Accordion to research 95% 
percent of people don’t notice when you replace a 
word with an instrument. 

Networking Among Residency 
Programs  

Social distancing has created new opportunities for 
residents to network outside of conferences and site 
visits. Many PGY2’s were able to attend virtual 
conferences and continue to share their innovations 
and research with others, including at HOPA, ACC, 
PPA, and ATC. In addition, residents were able to 
attend in-person conferences prior to COVID-19, 
including SCCM, LEADERS, ID week, and ASHP 
Midyear in Las Vegas.  I once got into an argument at 
the roulette wheel in Vegas over what I considered to 
be an odd number. 
 
Hoo’s New? The Residency Class of 
2020-2021 
We are excited to announce that we had another 
successful Match Day on 3/13/2020! Below are the 
wonderful new candidates to join our team at UVA 
Health.  And just like many of our matches, I’m sure 
they will “light” up our day.  
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PGY1 Pharmacy Residents: 
 Adam Archer: Auburn 
 Ashley Asbell: UGA 
 Amy Dorszynski: UNC 
 Cameron Lee: Samford 
 Tarak Patel: Texas Tech 
 Carson Shoemaker: Pittsburgh 
 Amanda Vanlnwegen: VCU 
 Jessica Woodward: Maryland 
 
PGY1-Community-based   Resident: 
 Devki Gajera: VCU 
 
PGY1/PGY2-Health System Pharmacy 
Administration Resident: 
 Ginae Bluitt: The (trademark pending) Ohio State 
 Kevin Fekete: Purdue 
 
PGY2-Ambulatory Care Resident: 
 Lauren Pohl: Ole Miss (PGY1 UNC Community) 
 
PGY2-Critical Care Resident: 
 Alyssa Burke: South Carolina College of 

Pharmacy (PGY1 Baptist Health Lexington) 
 
PGY2-Emergency Medicine Resident: 
 Jessie Lipstreuer: University of Cincinnati (PGY1 

University of Tennessee Medical Center) 
 
PGY2-Pharmacy Informatics 
Resident: 
 Ahn Lee: University of Florida (PGY1 Piedmont 

Columbus Regional Midtown) 
 
PGY2-Solid Organ Transplant 
Resident: 
 Ara Gharabagi: St. Louis College of Pharmacy 

(PGY1 Missouri Baptist Medical Center) 
 
 
Medical Mission Trip with Faith in 
Practice: A New Tradition? 

Two PGY2 residents, Christa and Mary Lewis, and 
two PGY1 residents, Melissa and Kayla, traveled 
with Bethany Delk on a medical mission trip to 
Guatemala with Faith in Practice. This year was 
Bethany’s 15th year volunteering with Faith in 
Practice—a tradition she started when she was still 
a resident at UVA! During the 2020 trip, they 
traveled to two different villages in El Progreso, 

Sanarate and San Augustin Acasaguastian , to set up 
medical clinics. During the 4 days of clinic, they 
helped provide medical care and medications to 
over 2,000 patients, many of whom would not 
otherwise have access to care. They witnessed 
patient struggles that are not normally faced in the 
US and grew appreciation for common commodities 
that impact safe medication use, such as electricity, 
clean water, and safe living conditions. The 
residents learned to provide care with limited 
resources, lack of future monitoring and follow-up, 
and a language barrier. They are very grateful that 
UVA allowed them to attend this trip as an 
“approved residency learning experience” and 
would like to thank Bethany and Michelle McCarthy 
for their hard work in making this trip possible. They 
are eager to return for future medical mission trips 
with Faith in Practice to continue to serve the 
Guatemalan people! PGY1 and PGY2 residents are 
interested in joining the Delk Village Team in 
Guatemala for the 2021 mission trip.  
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Here come the Quaran-teens 

 Tom Dipiro (PP 14, HSPA 15) and his wife Nicole 
welcomed Nicholas Joseph DiPiro last June and is 
now almost 1 year old! He is having a great time 
with his sisters Rose, 3, and Margo, 5. 

 Kara (DI 15) and husband David welcomed their 
second child, William David Thornton, on February 
18th 2020. William was 7lb, 7oz and 19.5” long. 
Big brother Preston is excited for the new family 
addition.  

 Carrie Moon (PP 12) and family relocated to Waco, 
TX where baby Elaina Caroline (7 lbs 13oz, 19 inch-
es) joined her big brothers Ethan and Owen to 
make a family of 5! 

 Kate Bidwell (CC 12) and her husband, Eric, wel-
comed their daughter, Piper Elizabeth Horton, on 
January 30, 2020. She was 6 lbs, 12 oz and 9.5 
inches. 

 Yours truly, Cory Perry, (PP 19, Onc 20) and wife 
Anna welcomed their first daughter Lyra Sloane 
Perry, 8 lbs 6 oz, 18 inches.  She was born at womb 
temperature on March 24, 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Margo, Rose, and Nicholas DiPiro  

William Thornton 

Piper Bidwell 

Lyra Perry 

William 

Thornton 
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Engagements/ Weddings 

Lauren Pohl (Am Care 21) got engaged to Buckley 
Dowdle on 2/24/2020! We cannot wait to meet 
you both when you come to Charlottesville. Con-
gratulations! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ayeee! Millie Thomas (PP 20) became engaged to 
Tanner Oldham on 5/23/20.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ashley Schields (PP 02, DI 03)  became engaged to 
Michael Sax on Valentine’s Day in Eureka Springs, 
Arkansas. They will be married on November 2, 
2020 at Prospect Hill in Louisa, Virginia.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Laura Mincemoyer (PP 13) married Michael 
Chargualaf on March 1, 2020 in Cancun, Mexico.   
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Engagements/ Weddings 

(continued) 

Sarah Demott (PP17, CC 18) became engaged to Bob-
by Gregar  and is planning a fall 2021 wedding. 
 
Writer’s Block 
 
Winstead RJ, Demehin M, Yakubu I, Song C, Brown A, 
Levy M, Gupta G. Sodium Zirconium Cyclosilicate Use 
in Solid Organ Transplant Recipients and its Effect on 
Potassium and Immunosuppression. Clin Transplant. 
2020 Jan 28:e13791. DOI: 10.1111/ctr.13791.  
 
Stuckert AJ, Schafer ES, Bernhardt MB, Baxter P, 
Brackett J. Use of allopurinol to reduce hepatotoxicity 
from 6-mercaptopurine (6-MP) in patients with acute 
lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL). Leuk Lymphoma. 
2020;61(5):1246-1249  
 
Young EP, Cheng WS, Bernhardt MB, Wang LL, Rai-
nusso N, Foster JH. Risk factors associated with de-
layed methotrexate clearance and increased toxicity 
in pediatric patients with osteosarcoma. Pediatr 
Blood Cancer. 2020;67(4):e28123.  
 
Wiernikowski JT, Bernhardt MB. Review of nutritional 
status, body composition, and effects of antineo-
plastic drug disposition [published online ahead of 
print, 2020 Feb 21]. Pediatr Blood Cancer. 
2020;e28207  

 
Traeger J, Hoffman B, Misencik J, Hoffer A, Makii J. 
Pharmacologic treatment of neurobehavioral seque-
lae following traumatic brain injury. Crit Care Nurs Q. 
2020; 43(2):172-90  
 
Dr. Kelly Gaertner presented: Navigating the Intersec-
tion of Immunotherapy and Targeted Therapy in Ad-
vanced Non-Small Cell Lung Cancer. Hematology/
Oncology Pharmacy Association 16th Annual Confer-
ence. Tampa, FL. March 2020.  
 
Core Competency Module 4: Calculating Appropriate 
Doses of Anticancer Medications for Hematology/
Oncology Patients. Hematology/Oncology Pharmacy 
Association Core Competency Certificate Program. 
Gaertner K, Olin JL. May 2020  
 
Joseph R, Lee SW, Anderson SV, and Morrisette MJ. 
Impact of interoperability of smart  infusion pumps 
and an electronic medical record in critical care. Am J 
Health-Syst Pharm 2020; 77: 1231-6. DOI: 10.1093/
ajhp/zxaa164 
 
Coons JC, Benedict N, Seybert AL, Iasella CJ, Skledar 
SJ, Smith RM, Saul M, Ensor CR. Pharmacotherapy 
scholars program: intensive longitudinal training to 
enhance post-graduate readiness. Am J Pharm Educ 
2019;83(9):7327. PMID: 31871354.   

Crisamore K, Nolin TN, Coons JC, Empey PE. Engaging 
and empowering stakeholders to advance phar-
macogenomics. Clin Pharmacol Ther 2019;106(2):305-
08. PMID: 31241758.   

Coons JC, Iasella CJ, Thornberg M, Fitzmaurice M, 
Goehring K, Jablonski L, Leader D, Meyer A, Seo H, 
Benedict NJ, Smith R. Clinical outcomes with unfrac-
tionated heparin monitored by anti-factor Xa vs. acti-
vated partial thromboplastin time. Am J Hematol 
2019;94:1015-19. PMID: 31243789.   

Seybert AL, Smithburger PL, Benedict NJ, Kobulinsky 
LR, Kane-Gill SL, Coons JC. Evidence for simulation in 
pharmacy education. J Am Coll Clin Pharm 2019; 
https:doi.org/10.1002/ jac5.1167. Invited manuscript 
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Writer’s Block (continued) 

Kido K, Coons JC. Efficacy and safety of pulmonary 
arterial hypertension medications in patients with 
pulmonary hypertension secondary to left heart dis-
ease: a systematic review. Pharmacotherapy 2019; 39
(9):929-45. PMID: 31349390.    
 
Coons JC, Pogue K, Kolodziej AR, Hirsch GA, George 
MP. Pulmonary arterial hypertension: an update. Curr 
Cardiol Rep 2019;21:141. PMID: 31758342.  Invited 
manuscript 

Coons JC, Albert L, Bejjani A, Iasella CJ. Effectiveness 
and safety of direct oral anticoagulants versus warfa-
rin in obese patients with acute venous thromboem-
bolism. Pharmacotherapy 2020;40(3):204-10. PMID:  

 

Awards and Honors 

Dr. James Coons (PP 02) was elected a Fellow of the 
American College of Cardiology. Congratulations Jim! 

 

New Positions 

Scott Anderson (IT 12)  has transitioned to a pharma-
cy supervisor position at Hennepin Healthcare in Min-
neapolis, MN.   

Kyle Grose (PP 17, Onc 18) has moved closer to home 
and is an oncology clinical pharmacist at the Universi-
ty of Kansas Medical  Center in Kansas City, Kansas.   

 

Brian Kempin (PP 16, HSPA 17) also moved closer to 
home and is a manager at St. Luke’s Health System in 
Kansas City, MO.  

 

Board Certification 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we have no infor-
mation about  new board certifications.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Residents Have No Lives 
 
Contrary to popular belief, our residents at UVA 
Health love to have quality time together, whether it 
is at work, hiking, restaurant, or at home. Residency 
is about the experience, and we could not have 
asked for a better class of  individuals to share these 
experiences together. The following are some of the 
best times we have had over the last year together. 
 
*Please note all group photos were taken prior to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  
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Recruiting future residents at the ASHP Midyear Annual Meeting in Anaheim, CA 
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University of Virginia Health System 
Department of Pharmacy Services 
P.O. Box 800674 
Charlottesville, VA 22908-0674 
 
http://www.medicalcenter.virginia.edu/pharmacy/
residency_info 
 
Hoo’s News Editors 
Michelle W. McCarthy, PharmD, FASHP 
Cory Perry, PharmD (Resident Editor) 
Taylor Goins, PharmD (Assistant to the Editor) 
 
Please send news and/or address changes to: 
Michelle McCarthy, PharmD, FASHP 
mm4tm@virginia.edu 
Director, PGY1-Pharmacy  Residency 
Coordinator, Pharmacy Education 

 

Director, PGY1&2-Health System Pharmacy Administration/
MS Degree Residency 
Administrator, Department of Pharmacy Services 
Matt Jenkins, PharmD, MS 
 
Director, PGY1-Community Residency 
Justin Vesser, PharmD, MS 
 
Directors, PGY2-Critical Care Residency 
Rebecca Hockman, PharmD, BCPS, BCCCP  
David Volles, PharmD, BCPS, BCCCP (Assistant Director) 
 
Director, PGY2-Infectious Diseases Residency 
Heather Cox Hall, PharmD, BCPS (AQ-ID), BCIDP 
 
Director, PGY2-Oncology Residency 
Andrew Whitman, PharmD, BCOP 
 
Director, PGY2-Pediatrics Residency 
Kelly Lunsford, PharmD, BCPPS 
 
Director, PGY2-Pharmacy Informatics Residency 
Mark Chabot, RPh, MBA, MHA 
 
Director, PGY2-Solid Organ Transplant Residency 
Jennifer Geyston, PharmD, BCPS 
 
Director, PGY2-Cardiology Residency 
Steve Dunn, PharmD, FAHA, FCCP, BCCP 
 
Director, PGY2-Ambulatory Care Residency 
Donna White, RPh, CDE, BCACP 
 
Director, PGY2-Emergency Medicine Residency 
Derek Burden, PharmD, BCPS 
 


