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      HOO’S             NEWS 
Department of Pharmacy Services Residency Program 

  

Issue 2   2017-2018 Residency Year               Volume 12 

The purpose of Hoo’s News is to communicate 
information among past, current, and future 
residents.  If you have news that you would like to 
share, please contact Michelle McCarthy. 
 

ASHP Foundation Pharmacy 

Residency Excellence Program Award 

The UVA PGY-1 Pharmacy Residency program was 
bestowed with the 2017 Pharmacy Residency 
Excellence Program Award by the ASHP Foundation! 
Recipients of this award  demonstrate innovation in 
training pharmacy residents and serve as models for 
other residency programs. ASHP highlighted that 
UVA’s program has trained more than 120 PGY-1 
pharmacy residents over the past 25 years. Sixty-
two percent of alumni have gone on to complete a 
PGY-2 residency, with 60 percent of those 
completing their PGY-2 training at UVA. 

Additional components of the PGY-1 program 
highlighted by ASHP included the December mini-
rotation opportunities, residents serving as teaching 

assistants at the VCU Satellite campus, required  
learning experiences and projects, longitudinal 
service requirements, and  involvement as first-line 
responders to medical emergencies. The ASHP press 
release can be found here.  

We’re Growing!  

The UVA pharmacy residency program will be 
expanding (again). For the 2018-2019 residency year 
the number of residents is being increased to 19!  
UVA is exited to expand the PGY-1 Pharmacy  
residency to eight positions and add a PGY2-
Amulatory Care residency for the 2018-2019 year. 
Anticipated positions listed below: 

 PGY-1 Residents (10) 

 8 PGY-1 Pharmacy residents 
 1 PGY-1 HSPA/MS resident 
 1 PGY-1 Community Pharmacy resident 

 PGY-2 Residents (9) 

 7 PGY-2 Clinical Specialty residents 
 1 PGY-2 Pharmacy Informatics resident 
 1 PGY-2 HSPA/MS resident 

Current PGY-1 residents and PGY-1 alumni at UVA 
gathered with Rafael and Michelle in the new Edu-
cation Resource Center for a photo shoot for ASHP. 

Wahoowa! 

Residents, alumni, preceptors, and administrators 
celebrating the good news at Hardywood Brewery.  

 

http://www.ashpfoundation.org/2017ResidencyExcellenceAwardees
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Resident Bios 

Chelsea Zavilla 

PGY2-Health System Pharmacy Administration 

Dr. Zavilla is a graduate of the University of 
Pittsburgh School of Pharmacy, where she received 
her PharmD degree in 2016. She completed her 
PGY1 Pharmacy Residency at UVA Health System in 
2017. She is currently the PGY2-Health System 
Pharmacy Administration Resident and is earning 
her M.S. degree from Virginia Commonwealth 
University. Chelsea will complete a quality 
improvement project on drug concentration 
standardization for medication infusion pump 
libraries. Her longitudinal research project will focus 
on developing methods to monitor health system 
compliance to formulary medication restrictions. 
Upon completion of her residency, she plans to 
pursue a career in pharmacy management in an 
academic hospital. Outside of work she enjoys 
cheering on her Pittsburgh sports teams, running 
and exploring the Charlottesville vineyards, 
historical sites and shopping areas. 

 

Emily Burns 

PGY2-Cardiology  

Dr. Burns is a graduate of the Virginia 
Commonwealth University School of Pharmacy, 
where she earned her PharmD degree in 2016. She 
completed her PGY1 Pharmacy Residency at UVA in 
2017. During her PGY2 year, Dr. Burns will complete 
her research project comparing metolazone and 
chlorothiazide in heart failure patients refractory to 
loop diuretics. Her quality project will assess 
baseline monitoring for patients started on 
amiodarone while admitted to the hospital. After 
residency, she looks forward to a career as a 
cardiology pharmacist. Outside of pharmacy, she 
enjoys spending time with her dogs and riding 
horses.  

 

Sarah DeMott 

PGY2-Critical Care  

Dr. DeMott is a graduate of the South Carolina 
College of Pharmacy at the University of South 
Carolina campus in Columbia, South Carolina, where 
she received her PharmD in 2016. She completed 
her PGY1 Pharmacy Residency at UVA in 2017. Dr. 

DeMott will complete a quality improvement 
project evaluating N-acetylcysteine use and cost for 
acetaminophen overdose, and a research project 
evaluating the duration of empiric antibiotic therapy 
in the Medical Intensive Care Unit when 
pharmacists participate on multidisciplinary rounds. 
After residency, Dr. DeMott is planning to pursue a 
career as a critical care pharmacist. Outside of work 
she enjoys spending time with her friends and 
family, snuggling with her cat Colonel, watching 
Netflix, and exploring local vineyards, breweries, 
and restaurants with her co-residents. 

Sean McCullough 
PGY2-Infectious Diseases 
Dr. McCullough is a graduate of Virginia 
Commonwealth University School of Pharmacy, 
where he earned his PharmD degree in 2016. He 
completed his PGY1 Pharmacy Residency at UVA in 
2017. Prior to pharmacy school, he attended 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 
where he  received a BA in Chemistry. His 
professional interests include infectious diseases, 
oncology, and academia. Dr. McCullough will 
complete his quality project  on the clinical impact 
of Accelerate Pheno™ System implementation on 
antibiotic selection. His longitudinal research 
project will look at the susceptibility patterns of 
carbapenem-resistant Pseudomonas isolates to 
fosfomycin. After completion of his PGY-2 residency, 
Dr. McCullough plans to pursue employment as a 

UVA residents and PGY-1 Director, Michelle McCar-
thy at the annual orientation lunch at Michie Tavern 

in Charlottesville.  
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clinical infectious diseases pharmacist. Outside of 
work he enjoys sports, food, beer, and wilderness. 

 

Charles Golding 

PGY2-Informatics 

Dr. Golding is a graduate of the University of 
Oklahoma College of Pharmacy in Oklahoma City, 
where he earned his PharmD degree in 2016. He 
completed his PGY1 Pharmacy Residency at 
Children’s Medical Center in Dallas, TX. Prior to 
pharmacy school, he attended The University of 
Texas at Dallas where he received a BS in Chemistry. 
His professional interests include pharmacy 
informatics, operations and pediatric pharmacy. Dr. 
Golding will complete a quality project evaluating 
safety events related to automatic dose rounding 
within the EHR. Upon completion of his PGY2 
residency, Dr. Golding plans to pursue a job as an 
informatics pharmacist. Outside of pharmacy, Dr. 
Golding enjoys cooking, playing guitar and all things 
music.  

Kyle Grose 

PGY2-Oncology 

Dr. Grose is a graduate of the University of Kansas 
School of Pharmacy, where he earned his PharmD 
degree in 2016.  He completed his PGY1 Pharmacy 
Residency at UVA in 2017. His professional interests 
include stem cell transplant and malignant 
hematology, pharmacogenomics, and academia.  Dr. 

Grose’s quality project will evaluate the intrathecal 
chemotherapy process at UVA.  His longitudinal 
research project will assess the relationship of 
thrombotic events and repletion of antithrombin III 
in patients that have received pegasparagase 
chemotherapy.  After residency, Dr. Grose plans to 
pursue a career as an oncology pharmacist. In his 
free time, he enjoys spending time outdoors with 
his fiancée, Carlie, and watching the Kansas 
Jayhawks and the Kansas City Royals. 

 

Katherine Lemming 

PGY2– Pediatrics  

Dr. Lemming is a graduate of the Bernard J. Dunn 
School of Pharmacy at Shenandoah University in 
Winchester, Virginia, where she received her 
PharmD in 2016. Prior to pharmacy school, she 
attended the University of South Carolina and the 
George Washington University where she received a 
BS in Biological Sciences and BS in Health Sciences 
with a focus in Pharmacogenomics. Her professional 
interests include pediatrics and academia. Dr. 
Lemming will complete a quality improvement 
project evaluating the use of oral clonidine for 
dexmedetomidine withdrawal in the Pediatric 
Intensive Care Unit. Her longitudinal research 
project will analyze the use of intravenous calcium 
chloride infusions in pediatric patients post-cardiac 
surgery. Upon completion of her PGY-2 pharmacy 
residency, Dr. Lemming would like to pursue a 
career in Pediatric Critical Care. In her free time, she 
enjoys visiting family and friends, going to the park 
with her dog, and exploring Charlottesville. 
 

Tabitha Bice 

PGY1–Pharmacy  

Dr. Bice is a graduate of the Auburn University 
Harrison School of  Pharmacy, where she earned her 
PharmD degree in 2017. Her professional  interests 
include pediatrics and critical care. Dr. Bice will 
complete her quality project on the evaluation of a 
new insulin infusion guideline in labor and delivery. 
Her research project will be a continuation of her 
quality project by evaluating whether the new 
insulin guidelines are better at reducing blood 
glucose faster and maintaining blood glucose in 
range than previous guidelines and also comparing 
neonatal outcomes in women who received insulin 

Residents enjoying a charity dinner to benefit the 

Open Arms Foundation, who provide temporary 

homes to families receiving medical treatment 



 

4 

and those that did not. Upon completion of her PGY
-1 pharmacy residency, Dr. Bice plans to pursue a 
PGY-2 in either pediatrics or critical care. In her free 
time, Dr. Bice enjoys spending time with family and 
friends, being outdoors as much as possible, and 
exploring Charlottesville!  

 

Andrew Brown 

PGY1–Pharmacy  

Dr. Brown is a graduate of the Virginia 
Commonwealth University School of Pharmacy, 
where he earned his PharmD degree in 2017. Prior 
to pharmacy school, he graduated from the College 
of William & Mary with a BS in Neuroscience. His 
professional interests include emergency medicine, 
neurocritical care, and solid organ transplant. Dr. 
Brown will complete his quality project on the 
characterization and cost implications of 
inappropriate immunosuppression levels in solid 
organ transplant patients. His   longitudinal research 
project will look at the effect of a risk-stratification 
tool to target pharmacy interventions on the rate of 
recurrent visits from patients discharged from the 
Emergency Department. After completion of his PGY
-1 residency, Dr. Brown plans to pursue a PGY-2 
residency in an area of his choice. Outside of 
pharmacy, he enjoys watching Liverpool FC, 
photography, weightlifting, and craft beer. 

 

Julianne Fallon 

PGY1-Pharmacy 

Dr. Fallon is a graduate of the Virginia 
Commonwealth University School of Pharmacy, 
where she earned her PharmD degree in 2017. Prior 
to pharmacy school, she attended the University of 
Oklahoma where she received a B.S. in 
Microbiology. Dr. Fallon's quality project will 
evaluate the tolerability and efficacy of amiodarone 
for prevention of post-operative atrial fibrillation 
following cardiac surgery utilizing a revised 
amiodarone protocol. Her research project will 
assess magnesium repletion in patients with acute 
decompensated heart failure. Dr. Fallon plans to 
pursue a PGY-2 residency in cardiology after 
completing the PGY-1 residency year. Outside of 
pharmacy, she enjoys spending time with her 
husband, family, friends, and her cat, Copernicus, as 

well as exploring Charlottesville and the surrounding 
areas.  

 

Kristi Higgins 

PGY1-Pharmacy 

Dr. Higgins is a graduate of Virginia Commonwealth 
University, where she earned her PharmD degree in 
2017. Her professional interests include pediatrics, 
academia, and ambulatory care. Dr. Higgins will 
complete her quality project on IVIG infusion 
reactions in the pediatric population. Her research 
project will evaluate the ambulatory care clinical 
pharmacist's role in managing refugee care. Outside 
of pharmacy, Dr. Higgins enjoys spending time with 
her spunky dog Maggie, visiting family and friends, 
and exploring local wineries and restaurants around 
Charlottesville. 

Meredith Mort 

PGY1-Pharmacy 

Dr. Mort is a graduate of the University of Pittsburgh 
School of Pharmacy, where she received her 
PharmD degree in 2017. Her professional interests 
include primarily hematology and oncology. Dr. 
Mort will complete a quality improvement project 
evaluating risk factors for inpatient falls for adult 
patients with hematologic malignancies. Her 
longitudinal research project will evaluate the risk of 
heart failure and reduced LVEF in AML patients 
treated with anthracyclines. Upon completion of her 
PGY-1 pharmacy residency, Dr. Mort will continue at 
UVA as the PGY-2 Oncology Resident. In her free 

PGY-1 Residents at VCU School of Pharmacy partici-
pating in the Teaching Certificate Program  
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time, she enjoys spending time with her husband, 
cuddling with her cat Onyx, and exploring local 
breweries and wineries 
 

Michelle Plum 

PGY1-Pharmacy 

Dr. Plum is a 2017 graduate of MCPHS University 
(formerly known as Massachusetts College of 
Pharmacy and Health Sciences) in Boston, 
Massachusetts. Her professional interests include 
critical care and emergency medicine. Dr. Plum will 
complete her quality project on the management of 
the drug-drug interaction between valproic acid and 
carbapenems. Her research project will evaluate 
the interference of apixaban or rivaroxaban on anti-
Xa Levels based on renal function in patients 
transitioning to heparin. Upon completion of her 
PGY1, Dr. Plum hopes to pursue a PGY2 residency in 
critical care. Outside of pharmacy, Dr. Plum loves 
being outside, cooking, exploring Virginia, trying 
new restaurants, and playing with her new kitten, 
Daisy. 
 

Allison Stillwell 

PGY1-Pharmacy 

Dr. Stilwell is a graduate of the UNC Eshelman 
School of Pharmacy, where she earned her PharmD 
degree in 2017. Her professional interests include 
infectious diseases and critical care. Dr. Stilwell will 
complete her quality project on the drug-drug 
interaction between apixaban and chronic azole 
antifungal therapy, and her research project on the 
use of cephalexin for UTI on ED discharge. Upon 
completion of her PGY-1 pharmacy residency, Dr. 
Stilwell plans to pursue a PGY-2 in either infectious 
diseases or critical care. Outside of pharmacy, Dr. 
Stilwell enjoys being active and loves to watch UNC 
football/basketball games. 
 

Audrey Pham 

PGY-1 Community Pharmacy Resident 

Dr. Pham is a graduate of Virginia Commonwealth 
University School of Pharmacy, where she earned 
her PharmD degree in 2017. Prior to pharmacy 
school, she attended The University of Texas at 
Austin where she earned her bachelor's degree in 
Biology. Her professional interests include 
ambulatory care and geriatrics. Dr. Pham will 

complete her quality project on evaluating 
commonly prescribed discharge medications within 
the UVHE Emergency Department and developing a 
preference list and orders to drive appropriate 
prescribing. Her hobbies include tennis, hiking, 
camping, exploring new restaurants, spending time 
with her dog, and traveling.  
 

Robert D’Eramo 

PGY1-Pharmacy/PGY2-Health System Pharmacy 

Administration  

Dr. D’Eramo is a graduate of the Virginia 
Commonwealth University School of Pharmacy, 
where he received his PharmD degree in 
2017.  Prior to VCU, he obtained his B.S. in 
Biological Sciences at Virginia Tech.  He is currently 
a PGY-1 Health-System Pharmacy Administration 
Resident. Robert will complete a quality 
improvement project involving an “Evaluation on 
how drug availability and lapse in insurance 
coverage contributes to multiple sclerosis relapse 
or disease progression”. His longitudinal research 
project involves evaluation of the concurrent use of 
Epclusa and proton pump inhibitors and their 
effect on SVR rates in Hepatitis C patients. Upon 
completion of his PGY-1 pharmacy residency, he 
will continue as a PGY-2 Health-System Pharmacy 
Administration Resident at UVA.  Outside of work 
he enjoys time with his friends and family, traveling,  
boating, heading to the beach, and exploring 
Charlottesville.  
 
Hoo’s staying for year two! 

The residency program has a strong tradition of 
retaining residents for a second year to further their 
clinical training. This year we are excited to keep all 
of the PGY1 residents for PGY2  programs in 2018-
2019 
 

 Michelle Plum — PGY2-Critical Care 
 Kristi Higgins —PGY2-Pediatrics 
 Meredith Mort —PGY2-Oncology 
 Ally Stillwell — PGY2-Infectious Diseases 
 Julianne Fallon — PGY2-Cardiology 
 Andrew Brown — PGY2-Solid Organ Transplant  
 

Congrats to all who have early committed and will 
continue their training in Charlottesville! 
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Scholarly Activities 

Journal Articles 

Bernhardt MB, DeGuzman MM, Grimes A, Kirk S, Nel-
son S, Poehls J, Minard CG, Despotovic JM. Rapid Infu-
sion of Rituximab Is Well Tolerated in Children with 
Hematologic, Oncologic, and Rheumatologic Disor-
ders.  Pediatr Blood Cancer 2017 Aug 9. doi: 10.1002/
pbc.26759. [Epub ahead of print]  

Bernhardt MB. Nausea and Vomiting: Therapeutic 
Orphans of Pediatric Oncology? Pediatr Blood Cancer 
2017;64(10). doi: 10.1002/pbc.26648. 

McClain C, Bernhardt MB, Berger A, Marquez-Do D, 
Winslow R, Bernini JC, Scheurer M, Schafer ES. Phar-
macogenomic association with neurotoxicity in His-
panic children with ALL. Br J Haematol 2017 Apr 17. 
doi: 10.1111/bjh.14678. [Epub ahead of print] 

Russell HV, Bernhardt MB, Berg S. Using Decision 
Modeling to Guide Drug Allocation During a Shortage. 
Pediatr Blood Cancer 2017;64(7).  

Marquez L, Jones KN, Whaley EM, Koy TH, Revell PA, 
Taylor RS, Bernhardt MB, Wagner JL, Dunn JJ, LiPuma 
JJ, Campbell JR. An Outbreak of Burkholderia cepacia 
Complex Infections Associated with Contaminated 
Liquid Docusate. Infect Control Hosp Epidemiol 
2017;38(5):567-573.  

Foster J, Thompson PA, Smith EO, Bernhardt MB, 
Schafer ES. Using a bedside algorithm to individually 
dose high-dose methotrexate for patients at risk for 
toxicity. J Pediatr Hematol Oncol 2017;39(1):72-76.  

Allender JE, Reed BN, Foster JL, Moretz JD, Oliphant 
CS, Jennings DL, DiDomenico RJ, Coons JC. Pharmaco-
logic considerations in patients receiving left ventricu-
lar percutaneous mechanical circulatory support. 
Pharmacotherapy 2017; DOI: 10.1002/phar.1995  

Coons JC, Iasella CJ, Chanas T, Wang N, Williams K, 
Boyd A, Lyons J, Eckardt J, Rihtarchik L, Merkel A, 
Chambers A, Siminerio Lemon L, Smith R, Ensor CR. 
Comparative effectiveness and safety analysis of dual 
antiplatelet therapies within an integrated delivery 
system. Ann Pharmacother 2017; 51(8):649-655. 

Verlinden NJ, Coons JC, Iasella C, Kane-Gill SL. Triple 
antithrombotic therapy with aspirin, P2Y12 inhibitor, 
and warfarin after percutaneous coronary interven-
tion: an evaluation of prasugrel or ticagrelor versus 

clopidogrel. J Cardiovasc Pharmacol Ther 2017;22:546
-51. 

Rafie S, McBane S, Culhane NS, Kidd JK. Recent Devel-
opments in Contraception In: Murphy JE, Lee MW, 
eds. Pharmacotherapy Self-Assessment Program, 
2016 Book 3. Women’s and Men’s Health. Lenexa, KS: 
American College of Clinical Pharmacy, 2016. 

Sartelli M, Labricciosa FM, Barbadoro P, Lee YR et 
al.  The Global Alliance for Infections in Surgery. De-
fining a model for antimicrobial stewardship. Results 
from an international cross-sectional survey. World J 
Emerg Surg. 2017;12:34. (co-author)  

Lee YR, Miller PD, Alzghari SK, Blanco DD, Hager JD, 
Kuntz KS. Continuous infusion versus intermittent bo-
lus of beta-lactams in critically ill patients with respir-
atory infections: a systematic review and meta-
analysis. Eur J Drug Metab Pharmacokinet. 2017 Oct 
12. [Epub ahead of print]   

Lee YR, Blanco DD. Efficacy of Standard Dose Unfrac-
tionated Heparin for Venous Thromboembolism 
Prophylaxis in Morbidly Obese and Non-Morbidly 
Obese Critically Ill Patients. J Thromb Thrombolysis. 
2017; 44(3), 386-391.  

McCutcheon LR, Alzghari SK, Lee YR, Long WG, 
Marquez R. Interprofessional education and distance 
education: A review and appraisal of the current liter-
ature. Curr Pharm Teach Learn. 2017;9(4):729-736.  

Maxwell WD, Ramsey LB, Johnson SG, Moore KG, 
Shtutman M, Schoonover JH, Kawaguchi-Suzuki M. 
Impact of Pharmacogenetics on Efficacy and Safety of 
Statin Therapy for Dyslipidemia. Pharmacotherapy. 
2017 Sep;37(9):1172-1190. 

Finks SW, Rogers KC. Idarucizumab (Praxbind®):  The 
first reversal agent for a direct oral anticoagulant.  Am 
J Med 2017;130(5):e195-97.  doi: 10.1016/
j.amjmed.2016.11.029.  

Shah R, Matin K, Rogers KC, Rao SV. Effect of post-
primary percutaneous coronary intervention bivaliru-
din infusion on net adverse clinical events and mortal-
ity: A comprehensive pairwise and network meta-
analysis of randomized controlled trials.  Catheter 
Cardiovasc Interv 2017 Aug 1;90(2):196-204. doi: 
10.1002/ccd.26859. Epub 2016 Nov 10. 
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Teaching Awards 

 Lori (Hamm) Dupree (PP 00) was honored 
with the 2016-2017 Faculty Recognition 
Award for Outstanding Faculty Member  
AND the 2016-2017 Outstanding Teaching 
Team Award, both from the University of 
Florida College of Pharmacy 

 Julie Kidd (PP 07) was honored with the 
2016-2017 Golden Apple Teaching Award 
AND the ‘The Last Lecture’ award at Edward 
Via College of Osteopathic Medicine in 
Blacksburg, Virginia 

 Young Lee (PP 08) was honored with the 
President’s Faculty Award for Interprofes-
sional Teamwork, Texas Tech University 
Health Sciences Center AND the Preceptor 
of the Year 2016-2017 for Pharmacy Practice 
Residency, Texas Tech University Health Sci-
ences Center School of Pharmacy & Hendrick 
Medical Center, Abilene, TX 

Graduate Degrees 

 Chrissie Shirley (PP 06, CC 09) completed her 
Masters in Public Health from the Johns 
Hopkins University  Bloomberg School of 
Public Health in December 2016 

 

 

Book Chapters 

Bledsoe K, Morrison C. Pharmacotherapy of Acute Spi-
nal Cord Injury. In: Brophy GM, ed. Neuropharma-
cotherapy in Critical Illness.  New Jersey: Rutgers Uni-
versity Press Medicine; 2017 

Oliphant CS, Finks SW. Rogers KC.  Ischemic Heart Dis-
ease and Acute Coronary Syndrome.  In:  Chyka PA, 
Boucher BA, Franks AS, Waddell JA, editors. The APhA 
Complete Review for Pharmacy. 12th ed. Washington, 
D.C.: American Pharmacists Association; 2017  

Rogers KC, Parker RB.  Acute Myocardial Infarction.  In: 
Schwinghammer TL, Koehler JM, Borchert JS, Park S, 
Slain DS, eds.  Pharmacotherapy Casebook:  A Patient-
Focused Approach, 10th ed.  New York: McGraw-Hill 
Companies; 2017:67-70. 

Rogers KC, de Denus S, Finks SW, Spinler SA.  Acute 
Coronary Syndromes.  In: DiPiro J, Talbert RL, Yee GC, 
et al, eds.  Pharmacotherapy:  A Pathophysiologic Ap-
proach.  10th ed.  New York: McGraw-Hill Companies; 
2017:165-192.  

Rogers KC, de Denus S, Finks SW.  Acute Coronary Syn-
dromes.  In: Chisholm-Burns MA, Schwinghammer TL 
Wells BG, et al, eds.  Pharmacotherapy: Principles and 
Practice.  4th ed.  New York: McGraw-Hill Companies; 
2016:111-136.  

Poster Presentations 
Gabre E, Finks SW, Rogers KC.  VAMP-IT:  Veteran anti-
arrhythmic monitoring program-improving thera-
py.  Mid-South Residency Conference. April 2017- 
Memphis, TN.  

Shahreyar M, Morsy M, Heckle M, Rashid A, Rama-
nathan K, Rogers KC, Shah R.  An updated comprehen-
sive meta-analysis of randomized trials evaluating the 
efficacy of stem  

Newsletter Articles 

Shuler DM, Stilwell AM, Bailey A. Idarucizumab for 
Dabigatran Reversal. ACCP EMED PRN Fall Newsletter. 
2017: 4-10.  

Grants 

Coons JC. Investigator-initiated - “Evaluation of Factors 
Influencing Dosing and Clinical Response to Oral 
Treprostinil” United Therapeutics; Role: PI; 2017-2019 

PGY-1 residents representing at the residency 

showcase at Fall 2016 VSHP meeting.   
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ASHP Visit to Bethesda, Maryland 

On October 3, 2017, all nine PGY1 residents as well 
as Charlie (PGY2 Informatics resident) travelled from 
UVA  to Bethesda, MD for a visit to the brand new 
ASHP headquarters.  While there, residents had the 
opportunities to interact and network with residents 
from several other regional programs and learn 
more about ASHP’s various offerings.  They were 
able to choose from various sessions including career 
development, accreditation update, and writing and 
reviewing for AJHP.  

Residents were introduced to various employees of 
ASHP. An open discussion was held over lunch 
regarding many “hot topics” within pharmacy.  Some 
of these included provider status, pharmacists 
prescribing, the opioid crisis, and managing stress 
and burnout.  The UVA residents were highly 
engaged in these discussions and provided insight 
into the pharmacy practice model at UVA hospital. 
The residents were able to put their training into 
prospective and discuss issues surrounding residency 
training with residents from various other programs 
in the country. The visit also provided a great 
opportunity to learn more about the role of a clinical 
pharmacist in the years to come. 

 

 

 

New Positions! 

 Phillip Almeter (PP 10, HSPA 11) - Chief Pharmacy 
Officer at University of Kentucky Healthcare 

 Michael Bedenbaugh (PP 13, HSPA 14) - Director 
of Pharmacy Services at Intramed Plus 

 Thomas DiPiro (PP 14, HSPA 15) - Clinical 
Pharmacy Specialist/Pharmacy Data Analytics and 
Business Intelligence Coordinator at CHESS Health 
Solutions 

 Lorrie Davis LeClair (DI 04) - Clinical Pharmacist 
Specialist—Emergency Medicine Clinical and 
Residency Program Director for PGY-2 Emergency 
Medicine Pharmacy Residency at INOVA Fairfax 

 Young Lee (PP 08) - Associate Professor at Texas 
Tech University Health Sciences School of 
Pharmacy 

 Laura Mincemoyer (PP 14) - Nephrology/Internal 
Medicine Clinical Specialist at WVU Medicine  

 Jessica Traeger (PP 13) - Clinical Pharmacist 
Specialist—Neurosciences Intensive Care Unit at 
University Hospitals Cleveland Medical Center 

 Michelle Zacchetti (PP 13) - Clinical Pharmacist—
Surgery at University of Virginia Health System 

 
UVA Health System Department of 
Pharmacy Services Position Openings 

The Department of Pharmacy would love to have  
residency graduates help grow our team! We 
currently have several positions available:  
 
 Clinical Pharmacist—Pediatrics 
 Clinical Pharmacy—Solid Organ Transplant 
 Clinical Pharmacist– Antimicrobial Stewardship 
 Clinical Pharmacist– Hemophilia Specialist 

 
Board Certification 

 Kelly Gaertner (ONC 14)—BCPS  

 Kelly Lunsford ( Peds 16)- BCPPP 

 Emily Burns (PP 17)- BCPS 

 Jill Dann (PP 17)-BCPS 

 Kyle Grose (PP 17)- BCPS 

 Chelsea Zavilla (PP 17) - BCPS 

 

UVA residents at the brand new ASHP headquarters 
in Bethesda, Maryland 
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Baby Boy Fever! 

 Julie (Villanueva) Neshiewat (PP 10) and her hus-
band, Issa, welcomed their baby boy, Peter 
Nicholas Neshiewat, born on July 31, 2017, 
weighing 8 lb, 1 oz and 21.5 inches long. 

 Hannah Russo (PP 07) and her husband are 
proud to announce the birth of their baby boy, 
Christopher Samuel (Skip) on August 31, 2017. 

 Lia Lynch (PP 14, Onc 15) and her husband, Con-
nor, are proud to announce the birth of their 
baby boy, Connor Edward Lynch, born on Sep-
tember 28, 2017 at 4:23 am, weighing 7 lb, 11oz, 
and 20 inches long. 

 

Engagements   

 Kate Bidwell (CC 12) is happy to announce her 
engagement (October 2017) to Eric Horton. 
They are planning to wed in Charlottesville in 
March of 2018.  

 Michael Bedenbaugh (PP 13, HSPA 14) is happy 
to announce his engagement to Julie Nelson. 
They are planning their wedding in July 2018. 

 Abby Reeder (HSPA 12) became engaged to Josh  
Kleczynski in September and will marry in April 
of 2018.  

Weddings 

 James Feibert (IT 13) married Christy Jannace on 
November 11, 2017. 

 Kelly Gaertner (ONC 14) married David Brandt 
on September 23, 2017 in Pittsburgh, PA 

 Meredith (Bollinger) Mort (PP 18) married Jo-
seph  Mort on June 10, 2017 in Lancaster, PA.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meredith and Joseph Mort celebrating their 

wedding day in Lancaster 

Kelly Gaertner and David Brandt on the Roberto 

Clemente Bridge in Pittsburgh for their wedding day 

Connor Lynch enjoying some well deserved 

rest after a long day at the office 

Michael Bedenbaugh 

and his fiancée Julie 

Nelson after his sun-

set proposal in Aruba 
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Preceptor News 

 Marcia Buck was selected as the 2017 gradua-
tion speaker for the VCU School of Pharmacy 
Graduation. 

 Rafael Saenz (VSHP Past-President) was hon-
ored at the VSHP 2017 Fall 2017 Seminar with 
the R. David Anderson Distinguished Leadership 
Award in recognition of his enhancement to 
pharmacy services at UVA and leadership at the 
state and national level. 

 
 
 
 

Rafael Saenz with his R. David Anderson award at 

the Fall 2016 VSHP meeting   

Marcia Buck addressing and reassuring the new 

graduates, “You have the tools to succeed.” 

Awards and Other Recognition 

 James Coons (PP 02) was recognized as a Fel-
low of the American College of Clinical Phar-
macy (ACCP) 

 Matt Allsbrook (PP 15, HSPA 16) was elected 
VSHP Region 1 President Elect for 2017-2018.  

 Nate Hedrick (PP 13, CC 14) was honored with 
the Virginians Speak Up for Safety! Award by 
the Virginia Hospital and Health Care  Associa-
tion for his role in a “Good Catch” earlier this 
year when he spotted ST elevation on the bed-
side monitor for a patient receiving a CT scan 

 Jeremy Sen (PP 12, ONC 13) was honored with 
an Honorable Mention for the Virginians 
Speak Up for Safety! Award by the Virginia 
Hospital and Health Care  Association for his 
role in a “Good Catch” earlier this year in 
which he identified and called attention to 
signs and symptoms of a line infection in a pa-
tient who was being worked up for a hyper-
sensitivity reaction 
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Hoo’s News Editors 

Michelle W. McCarthy, Pharm.D., FASHP 

Andrew Brown, Pharm.D. (Resident Editor) 

Please send news and/or address changes to: 

Michelle McCarthy, Pharm.D., FASHP 

mm4tm@virginia.edu 

Director, PGY1-Pharmacy  Residency 

 

Director, PGY1&2-Health System Pharmacy Administration/

MS Degree Residency 

Administrator, Department of Pharmacy Services 

Rafael Saenz, Pharm.D., MS, FASHP 

Director, PGY1-Community Residency 

Mike Palkimas, Pharm.D. 

Director, PGY2-Ambulatory Care Residency 

Donna White, RPh, BCACP, CDE 

Director, PGY2-Cardiology Residency 

Steve Dunn, PharmD, FAHA, BCPS  (AQ-CV) 

Directors, PGY2-Critical Care Residency 

David Volles, Pharm.D., BCPS, BCCCP 

Rebecca H. Hockman, Pharm.D., BCPS (Assistant Director) 

Director, PGY2-Infectious Diseases Residency 

Heather Cox Hall, Pharm.D., BCPS (AQ-ID) 

Director, PGY2-Oncology Residency 

Kathlene DeGregory, Pharm.D., BCOP 

Director, PGY2-Pediatrics Residency 

Marcia Buck, Pharm.D., FCCP, FPPAG. BCPPS 

Director, PGY2-Pharmacy Informatics Residency 

Mark Chabot, RPh, MBA, MHA 

Director, PGY2-Solid Organ Transplantation Residency 

Winston Ally, PharmD, BCPS  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

          
 

 

 

See the Hoos at Midyear! 
 
UVA will have 13 residents traveling to Midyear and all 11 will be pre-
senting poster presentations at the Vizient Conference on December 
2nd. Feel free to stop by, meet current residents, and see what re-
search is going on in the pharmacy department! 
 

Later that evening, please join us at the ASHP Foundation Residency 
Excellence Awards Reception; Saturday, December 2nd, 6:30-7:30 
PM at the Hyatt Regency Ballroom N (Convention Level).  
 

Join us at the Virginia Reception on December 3rd from 6-8 PM at 
Cuba Libre Restaurant (9101 International Drive). We hope to see 
you there! 

 

Don’t forgot to stop by out booth at the Residency Showcase on 
Tuesday, December 5th from 8-11 AM at Booths 5539-5545.  


