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No longer available – H. pylori Antibody Testing

With a change in testing equipment in the Core Chemistry Laboratory, effective Tuesday April 10th, H. pylori antibody testing will no longer be available at the University of Virginia.  The testing is also not available through any of the major reference laboratories.  Both H. pylori breath testing and H. pylori stool antigen testing remain available and orderable in Epic.  For more information about H. pylori laboratory testing, please visit https://labtestsonline.org/tests/helicobacter-pylori-testing.


New platform/testing equipment in the Core Chemistry Laboratory

On the morning of Tuesday April 10th  we will be moving some testing from the Siemens Immulite to the Roche cobas e411 platform.  You may see updated reference intervals to reflect the different analyzer’s specifications as well as performance. These changes were made based on internal validation studies, which included patient comparisons with the previous method.   In addition, the Roche cobas e411 lists biotin as a known interferant with all of its assays.  Patients should not take multivitamins or dietary supplements containing biotin twelve hours before the blood draw.  The impacted tests are: Growth Hormone, DHEA-S, ACTH, Anti-Thyroglobulin, Anti-Thyroid Peroxidase, and C-Peptide.


CDC recommendations for HIV screening

CDC recommendations for HIV screening suggest the following algorithm and is endorsed by UVA Medical Laboratories.
Testing with 4th generation HIV test (anti-HIV-1 Ab, anti-HIV-2 Ab, and p24 antigen


If positive reflex to:Anti-HIV-1 Antibody versus Anti-HIV-2 Antibody Confirmation test (this is done automatically at UVA)



If positive – begin/refer for treatment.
If negative perform:Quantitative HIV RNA (Viral Load) test


If negative – patient does not have HIV
If positive – begin/refer for treatment

New orderable tests

The following tests, performed by a reference laboratory, are now orderable in Epic:
· Anti-IgE Receptor Antibody (LAB6143) – performed by National Jewish Health
· Cytokine Panel (LAB6147) – performed by ARUP Laboratories
· MyoMarker Panel 3 (LAB6144) – performed by RDL Reference Laboratories
· Cystatin C (LAB6146) – performed by Mayo Medical Laboratories




