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New Rapid Malaria Screening Test
UVA Medical Laboratories is now offering a rapid malaria screening test (Epic: Rapid Malaria Screen).  This test allows for the identification of Plasmodium falciparum specifically and Plasmodium non-falciparum.  Results of the test are available within one hour of sample receipt.  Testing is performed 24/7 in the Core Laboratory.
· Samples positive for P. falciparum will automatically reflex for parasitemia.
· Samples positive for P. non-falciparum will automatically reflex for species identification and parasitemia.
· Samples negative for Plasmodium species will automatically reflex to review of thick and thin smears.
Identification of other blood parasites (Babesia, Microfilaria, Trypanosoma) requires microscopic review of thin and thick smears and is generally available 0700 to 1700 daily.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Flow Cytometry Panel for Immune Deficiency (Non-HIV)
As of June 4, 2015 the Virginia Department of Health (VDH) has added Severe Combined Immunodeficiency Disease (SCID) to the list of disorders evaluated during newborn screening.   This group of disorders is evaluated using the T-cell receptor excision circle (TREC) assay and requires patients with an abnormal screen be referred to clinical consultants for flow cytometry follow-up.  The UVA consultants are Dr. Monica Lawrence and Dr. Julia Wisniewski in the Department of Asthma, Allergy and Immunology.  The Medical Laboratory has worked with the consultants to create a specific panel of markers to help evaluate patients referred to the UVA Health System.  This new panel is orderable in EPIC and can be found using the facility list of tests for Flow Cytometry, Immunodeficiency Non-HIV.
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