University of Virginia Health System

Medical Laboratories

“Quality You Expect, Service You Deserve”

LABORATORY MEDICINE UPDATE

March 28, 2013

Prothrombin Time (PT) and Fibrinogen (FBG) Normal Range Changes
Effective April 1, 2013

New Prothrombin Time (PT) 9.8 - 12.6 seconds

On April 1, 2013, the UVA Medical Laboratories will begin using RecombiPlasTin 2G reagent for the qualitative determination in human citrated plasma of the Prothrombin Time (PT). The product is a highly sensitive thromboplastin reagent based on recombinant human tissue factor (RTF).

The enhanced manufacturing process used for this reagent ensures an excellent lot to lot uniformity and better performance than thromboplastins derived from natural sources.  Due to its very high sensitivity comparable to the International Reference Preparations, RecombiPlasTin 2G is especially suitable for monitoring Oral Anticoagulant Therapy.  Since RTF does not contain any contaminating coagulation factors, this PT reagent shows a high sensitivity to deficiencies of Factors X, VII, V and II.  

New Fibrinogen (FBG) 151 - 402 mg/dl

On April 1, 2013, the UVA Medical Laboratories will change the normal range for the Fibrinogen assay as a result of a reagent lot change.
New Postings for Blood Product Use and Information
The Blood Bank and Transfusion Medicine Services would like to announce new postings on their website regarding:

1.    Cryoprecipitated Antihemophilic Factor (also known as cryoprecipitate): a description of the blood component, indications and dosing.

2.    Platelets: a description of the blood component, indications and dosing.

3.    Evaluation for Platelet Refractoriness: a flowchart and guide to evaluate patients.

These PDF documents may be found at: http://www.healthsystem.virginia.edu/pub/medlabs/lab-handbook-test-directory/labgeneral/labspecific/bloodbank.html 

In addition the UVA Medical Center's Clinical Practice Guidelines for transfusion may be found at (Knowledge Link login required): http://www.healthsystem.virginia.edu/docs/manuals/guidelines/cpgguidelines/02-clinical-practice-guidelines/2.040-blood-component-transfusion-guidelines
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